Achievement & Purposeful Activity

(HALLMARK OF WPO'S 35 YEARS IN STRUGGLE)
— Janet Jagan

In Guyana, the struggle of women has been intrinsi-
cally linked with the struggles, first against slavery, then,
against the indenture system of exploitation and then
with the struggle against colonialism. Today, our women
are struggling for economic emancipation, for the re-
storation of democracy and forPgenulne md%;ende_nce._

This year, the Women's Progressive Organisation

WPO), Women's arm of our Party, celebrates its 35th

nniveérsary. The 35 years would be meaningless if there
had not been achieveément, creativity and purposeful ac-
tion.

The durability of this unique women's organisation
in a region where the non-religious/charity women's
bodies have not endured for such a long period is in itself
an achievement, but that, too, would be meaningless if.
the WPO had merely rested on its laurels of having con-
tributed so positively to the independence struggle.
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This, of course, has not been the case. The WPO has
broadened its approach to women's problems and to the
task of brm%n% women into the struggle aéamst injus-
tices. particularly the denial of the right of Guyanese to
elect the government of their choice.

High among the tasks of the WPO, too, has been the
need to change the attitudes of women about themselves,
to help them realise their potentials, the rights they must
battle for and to see themselves not only as wives and
mothers, but as human beings in a society that gives and
also requires more from them. Also, thefe is the need to
change the attitudes of men about women, to understand
their needs, their new horizons, their qualities which need
encouragement and help to be realised.

In its work, the O has delved into such problems
as the manner in which the law deals with victims of rape
and in individual cases, such victims have had squort,
legal %lﬁﬁance and help from the WPO. Many social prob-
lems like housing, poor water supplies, medical care, mal-
nutrition, education, meals for school children, famil
planning and old age pensions are matters which the
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